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“care,% either -at®ih,

nearﬁjr.¥0thér firms have statted 'cleariﬁg'

" houses for; local:child-care in'foxfmation to

find quality; reliable

irginia. businesses-|

begun £o.gather facts and: figures
ing,demand’ for day-care
tkers:as the. number . of

oth .parents. ‘working :in-
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»',‘take ca.re of employes chrldren plus
*lab-’ settmg to_rde-

- tals—Mount Vemon, Arhngton and

_ Jefferson—offer —on-site -+ day-care

partly beca sé of é
"ing shortage™ dnd* alse* “because’ of
“their high percentage of female em-_

ployes with irregular shifts, makmg ~

+ child-care a problem.
& According to a study released las|

»May by the Fairfax County Child

A'.Care Advisory Council, 54 percent of

_-all county:children under age 12 liv
: m a home :where all adults are work-

B “Theres a lot of 'in
corporate day-care,” said Rosen. “So
. many more women with-young chil
“dren. are . working.. (now) 80 it’s'a re
cent need. It's becoiné so much mor
éxpensive that famxhes

are looking for some soﬁnﬁﬁyycar 3
‘assistance from their workpl'""'e ¢

asked Betsy Shelshy,. coordmator

family day-care at ‘the Northern:Vir
ginia Community College Child Car
Center “One of the-first th_i_ngs tha

was to start/ a chllq care _center ‘i
the basement of the:office building.
_The Tomlm method ‘may be th

which don’t put day-care at the to
of their priority list for employe ben

own day-care facility after afew em-

ployes approached us,” said -a
spokesman for one high‘tech- firm in
Springfield who had called Rosen’s
- office last year. “But we saw it would

take $100,000 just to get the place ..

- set up.- Another . consideration was
“"that we are located in an industrial
park and if [ were a pareut T would
prefer to have my kids in a residen-

-~ tial tieighborhood "in day-care.™ The

- spokesman asked that the company.
* name not be used lest employes get
" their hopes up.”
But despite its prehmmary leg-
‘work,, .this:. company of” about “350°
mployes - was Zhit. " by~ governmient”

. contract. cutbacks “The whole.issue
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*trying to keep pedple employed.”..
"Rosen said the current. econom

cllmate need not tule out a compa-
nys mvolvement in day -care,” how:,

it’ s ]ust not on- snte day-care Or. noth-"
ing ™ she said>“Many employes may"
not want. to, bring ;their. child into. %
work with' them; they, vant the chrld T

tract with an outside; day-care cen-,
ter, which-is. what the Fairfax’

would accept childrén‘of émployes at
Fairfax: ; Hospital,~ Corpmqnwealth/

by parents The hospltal runs a shut- §
tle bus service to take the'chnl(%ren y

the indirect’ costs-'suchas use of the

building and utilities will be provnd
1 as a subsndy by the hospital.”
Busmesses also- could opt for the

‘parent workmg ‘families; one parents
enefits often duplic

month-old’-day- care  program..
rhngton Hospltal sald the 17-ho
d

:Mount. Vernon's” Rupp. sard that
althouvh the. center costs the hospi--
« tal some money, the facility realizes
“other gains. “We feel it will keep us
competitive in hiring skllled profes-
sionals,” he said.

At Jefferson Hospltal this has’
already been the case. “In the last
. year, the hospital has been able to
“hire eight full-time and six part-time
nurses because they offer these ser-
vices,” said Mary Jo Eagen, Jefter-

i“'sons day-cdre director.is, o
. &

Tount-Vernon's~ chief = anesthetlst
+Carol Burgess; who +brings ~her :2-
year-old: daughter; to the center reg-

larly. “And this facxllr st

medlcél‘tec nologist -at~Mount Ver-
non. “ know that if somel:hmg hap—
pens, [ am nvht. here.”
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